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Anthony Stola
Experienced Manager

Anthony is a seasoned tax professional with over 13 years of experience in public accounting. As a leader in 
Grant Thornton’s Tax Digital Consulting group, he specializes in helping organizations enhance their tax 
functions through the implementation of tax software and data analytics.

With a strong background in accounting for income taxes (ASC 740) and corporate compliance, Anthony 
leverages his technical expertise to bridge the gap between process, accounting needs, and technology 
solutions. He assists clients in selecting and implementing the right tools to streamline their tax operations, 
improve efficiency, and drive better decision-making.
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Jordan Rash
Experienced Manager

Jordan has over 18 years of experience in both public accounting and industry, having worked for various 
companies in the manufacturing and transportation sectors. During this time, he has focused on 
accounting for income taxes (“ASC 740”) and the implementation and use of tax technology. Working 
extensively with accounting and finance, Jordan has tax sensitized general ledger information, integrated 
disparate tax systems resulting from acquisitions, and revised legacy tax processes to account for income 
taxes more efficiently.

Jordan has been with Grant Thornton for 2 years and during that time, has assisted his clients in assessing 
their current tax processes and identifying the best path forward towards a more efficient tax function. 
With numerous years of experience using multiple different tax technology solutions, he advises clients on 
how to better use existing tools, determine if there is a better software solution out there and provides 
ongoing support to clients for any issues that may arise with the tools ultimately decided upon.

Jordan is one of Grant Thornton’s subject matter specialists for ONESOURCE direct tax solutions, a 
Certified Implementer for ONESOURCE Tax Provision and ONESOURCE State Apportionment. Jordan is a 
CPA in the State of Illinois, and he received both his Bachelor of Arts in Accounting and Master of Science 
in Accounting from Michigan State University.
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Logistics Attendance and Continued Learning credit

• Will automatically be tracked when wearing your SYNERGY 
name badge

• For comprehensive information regarding Continued Learning, 
please consult the SYNERGY Mobile App.

SYNERGY App

• Access electronic copies of session handouts

• Complete session evaluation
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Objectives • Identify the role and benefits of APIs in data extraction from 
ONESOURCE

• Identify strategies for building reports that address specific 
business needs 

• Recognize methods to leverage exported data for deeper 
analysis and informed decision-making

●5

U N L O C K I N G  H I D D E N  I N S I G H T S  –  U S I N G  A P I S  A N D  A L T E R Y X  T O  E X T E N D  O N E S O U R C E  R E P O R T I N G  C A P A B I L I T I E S



SYNERGY

Agenda • Tools that help with custom reporting

• What data do we want to access from ONESOURCE for custom 
reporting?

• How do we currently use ONESOURCE Data?

• How do we enhance our reporting?

• Benefit of leveraging APIs in the tax process

• What data can be access with ONESOURCE APIs?

• Use case examples
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Tools that help with custom reporting

What is a data transformation tool?

An Extract Transform & Load (ETL) tool is a software 
application used to extract data from various sources, 
transform it into a usable format, and load it into a data 
warehouse or data lake for analysis.

Benefits of Using ETL Tools:

• Data Integration: enable the integration of data from 
multiple sources, creating a unified view.

• Data Quality: help ensure data accuracy, consistency, 
and completeness.

• Data Governance: can support data governance 
initiatives by enforcing data quality standards.

• Automation: processes can be automated, reducing 
manual effort and improving efficiency.

• Scalability: can handle large volumes of data and scale 
as needed.
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Tools that help with custom reporting

What is a Dashboard?

A dashboard is a visual tool that provides a snapshot of 
key performance indicators (KPIs) or data points in a clear 
and concise manner

Benefits of Using a Dashboard:

• Enhanced Visualization: Dashboards use charts, graphs, 
and other visual elements to make complex tax data 
easier to understand.

• Time-Saving: They provide a quick overview of tax 
information, reducing the need for in-depth analysis.

• Improved Decision-Making: Dashboards can help 
identify trends, potential issues, and areas for 
optimization.

• Enhanced Compliance: By tracking compliance metrics, 
dashboards can help ensure adherence to tax 
regulations.

●8

U N L O C K I N G  H I D D E N  I N S I G H T S  –  U S I N G  A P I S  A N D  A L T E R Y X  T O  E X T E N D  O N E S O U R C E  R E P O R T I N G  C A P A B I L I T I E S



SYNERGY

Tools that help with custom reporting

What is an API?

An API, or Application Programming Interface, is a set of 
rules that allows different software programs to 
communicate with each other.

• It acts as a middleman: APIs connect different software 
applications, allowing them to exchange data and 
functionality.

• It defines the rules of communication: APIs specify how 
one application can request information or services from 
another.

• It hides the complexity: APIs simplify the process of 
interacting with different software systems, making it 
easier for developers to build applications.

• It enables integration: APIs allow different applications 
to work together seamlessly, creating more powerful 
and innovative solutions.
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Weather 
Application – built 
using Javascript

Traffic Application 
– built using 

Python

Air Traffic data 
Application – built 

using C++
API

API

API

Airline App



SYNERGY

How many of you are 
using these tools 

currently in your process?
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What data do we want to access from ONESOURCE for custom 
reporting?
Provision

• Category File – Includes the information about how your ONESOURCE instance is setup

• Bridge Configuration – Data mappings used in the bridge process

• Number/Dataset File – The numerical data that forms the basis for the tax provision calculations

• Reports – Access to the final tax-effected amounts

• Workpaper Ribbon – Provides various data points from your dataset
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Income Tax

• Charts – Includes the information about how TAS connects to the locator

• Organizer Data & Tax Return Data - Access to the tax return data

• E-File Data – Access the XML data

• TAS Workpapers – Data exports out of TAS that contain calculated data from the organizer
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How do we currently use ONESOURCE Data?

Microsoft Excel

A common practice involves manually retrieving data from ONESOURCE and using Excel to transform it into 
the desired report format.

●12

U N L O C K I N G  H I D D E N  I N S I G H T S  –  U S I N G  A P I S  A N D  A L T E R Y X  T O  E X T E N D  O N E S O U R C E  R E P O R T I N G  C A P A B I L I T I E S

Pros:

• Flexibility: This approach allows for highly 
customizable reports tailored to specific needs.

• Control: Users have direct control over the data 
and can manipulate it as needed.

• Accessibility: Excel is a widely used tool, making 
it accessible to many users.

• Simplicity: For smaller datasets or simpler 
reports, manual extraction and transformation 
can be straightforward.

Cons:
• Time-Consuming: Manual processes can be time-

intensive, especially for large datasets or complex 
reports.

• Error-Prone: Human error can lead to inaccuracies in 
data extraction, transformation, or reporting.

• Inefficiency: Manual processes can be inefficient and 
hinder productivity.

• Scalability Issues: As the volume of data or 
complexity of reports increases, manual methods can 
become unsustainable.

• Lack of Standardization: Manual processes can lead 
to inconsistencies in reporting and data quality.
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How do we enhance our reporting?

• Time-Consuming:
• ETL Tools: Automated data extraction, transformation, and loading can significantly reduce manual effort.
• Dashboards: Pre-built dashboards can provide immediate insights without the need for manual data 

manipulation.
• Error-Prone:

• ETL Tools: Automated processes can minimize human error and ensure data accuracy.
• APIs: APIs can directly connect to data sources, reducing the risk of manual errors.

• Inefficiency:
• ETL Tools: Automated workflows can streamline processes and improve efficiency.
• Dashboards: Dashboards can provide a centralized view of data, eliminating the need for multiple manual 

steps.
• Scalability Issues:

• ETL Tools: ETL tools are designed to handle large datasets and scale as needed.
• Dashboards: Dashboards can be configured to display data at different levels of granularity, accommodating 

varying data volumes.
• Lack of Standardization:

• ETL Tools: ETL tools can enforce data quality standards and ensure consistency across different data 
sources.

• Dashboards: Dashboards can present data in a standardized format, improving data accessibility and 
comparability.
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Benefits of Leveraging APIs in the Tax Processes

• Increased Efficiency: By automating data import and reconciliation processes, the ONESOURCE APIs 
eliminate the need for manual data entry, which can be time-consuming and error-prone. This saves 
valuable time and resources, allowing tax professionals to focus on more value-added activities.

• Real-time Data: Users can access real-time data, enabling them to make more informed decisions 
based on up-to-date information.

• Flexibility: Allows users to tailor them to their specific needs. This means that users can create custom 
reports, dashboards, and analytics that meet their unique business requirements.

• Enhanced Data Accuracy: By eliminating manual data entry and providing real-time data validation. This 
helps to reduce errors and inaccuracies in tax reporting.

• Cost Savings: By automating manual processes and increasing efficiency, the ONESOURCE APIs can 
help to reduce operational costs and increase profitability.
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What data is available through ONESOURCE APIs

ONESOURCE Tax Provision

• Currently with APIs we can:
• Import and export the dataset and 

category files
• Bridge in the Trial Balance
• Certain Reports

• Deferred Balances
• Global Minimum Tax Inputs
• Ending Balance Summary
• Journal Entry

*The reporting API is still under development, but access to the reporting 
calculated data will greatly increase custom reporting capabilities*
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What data is available through ONESOURCE APIs
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ONESOURCE Income Tax

• Currently with APIs we can:

• Import or Export from the organizer 
or tax return

• Manage

• Binder information

• E-File Process

• Charts

• Print

• Returns

• E-File XML

• Retrieve overrides and diagnostics
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How many of you are 
using the APIs?
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Provision Reporting

Benefits Building of Custom Reports

• Generate provision reports tailored to specific 
needs and regulatory requirements

• Deliver management-ready dashboard with drill-
down capabilities for deeper analysis

• Ensure data integrity and accuracy through data 
validation process
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Overcome Reporting Limitations:

• Current out of the box reporting offers standard 
presentation that may not be suitable for all 
reporting requirements

• Limited ability to understand the calculation 
behind a particular amount on the canned reports
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Connecting the Trial Balance Bridge Process with ONESOURCE Tax 
Provision
Current State Future State
How we did it

• Extract: Trial Balance from ERP system
• Load: Alteryx with provision dataset data and 

categories via the ONESOURCE Tax Provision API
• Transform: Trial balance into bridge csv
• Analyze: Compare trial balance to ONESOURCE data 

to identify action items
• Push: Bridge configuration changes into OTP via the 

ONESOURCE Tax Provision API
• Push: The trial balance into OTP via the ONESOURCE 

Tax Provision API

Benefits
• Provides tax departments with live insights as it 

pertains the trial balance bridge process
• Time savings reducing the amount of manual work
• With multiple trial balance iterations, this allows the 

tax department to manage by exception throughout 
the provision process 
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ONESOURCE Tax 
Provision

Alteryx
• Cleanse, Aggregate, Format Data
• Analytics
• Run API Calls

ERP

Manual Pull
Excel Ribbon

File Drop
API

ONESOURCE Get APIs
• Dataset Data
• Administration (Categories)

ONESOURCE Post & Put APIs
• Bridge Trial Balance
• Import Dataset Data
• Import Administration
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Enhancing State NOL Process with APIs

Generate Tailored State NOL Reports and 
Calculations

• Review available pre-tax state NOL

• Generate summary for inclusion in footnote

• Apply lapsing schedule for expirations and update 
provision

Overcome Reporting Limitations:

• Only pre-tax amounts shown

• Report views limited to consolidated or unit detail

• No ability to automate NOL expiration
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Using APIs to Monitor the E-File Process
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Build a Report that Validates XML matches 
Printed Return

• We want to do this because currently we are 
manually comparing large XML files which is 
tedious and time-consuming.

• The automation of this process not only create 
efficiencies but can also lead future automation.
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Questions?
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Wrap-up
Please remember to complete your session evaluation! We appreciate your feedback.

If we were not able to answer your question during the session, please visit with our onsite Support team.

Keep the momentum going by engaging with Thomson Reuters staff and your peers in the SYNERGY 
Square.
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Thank you!

Anthony Stola | Anthony.Stola@us.gt.com

Jordan Rash | Jordan.Rash@us.gt.com 

mailto:Anthony.Stola@us.gt.com
mailto:Jordan.Rash@us.gt.com
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